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a distinctly Carboniferous character, This idea, however,
was not immediately adopted by Sedgwick and Murchison,
for they could not get the Welsh and northern type out of
their minds.

While the Woodwardian Professor and the author of the
<< Silurian System " were still groping their way among the
puzzling rocks which underlie the Carboniferous deposits of
the south-west of England, another labourer, hitherto un-
known, had been for many years collecting and pondering

FOSSILS OF THE MIDDLE DEVONIAN LIMESTONE.

1. Caloeola sandalina.   2. Megalodon cuoullatua,   8. Murclilsonia Mlneata.
4. Stringoooplialus Burttai,   6. Atrypa desquamate.

over the strange fishes which lie entombed in the Old Red
Sandstone of the far north of Scotland, The name of Hugh
Miller is now familiar wherever English literature has made
its way. At the time of which we are treating, it had been
heard of out of his own Cromarty district as that of a musing,
meditative stone-mason, who employed, his leisure hours in
writing rather indifferent poetry and most graphic and
vigorous prose. In what other pursuits the intervals of hie
manual labour were spent, and, notably how he began to in-
YOL. T.                                                          R to the conclusion that the rocks from which they were
